






Mcijboomlaan I with the new extension on the southern side. 

The renovated and extended build ing was officia ll y re­
opened by the then Minister of Home Amlirs, Mr. E.H. 
Toxopeus, on 5 September 1960. O n that day the fifth 
anniversary of the school was also celebrated , a lthough 
thi s act ua lly fell ea rlier in the year, on 21 Janua ry 1960. 

In 1966 a permit was granted to build a temporary 
school ho use. A timber building was constructed 
contai ning 4 equally sized class rooms, and situated near 
the present bike shed. Fellows of the fi rst research years 
will ce rtainly remember this construction since N lAS 
adapted the building to functi on as kitchen, dining 
room, recreation room and a mee ti ng room. 

However, it soon became clear that the 
accommodation was too small and in the autumn of 
1968 the Police Training School left Wassenaar 
a ltogether and moved to Leusden, to the barracks of the 
fo rmer concentration camp 'Amersfoort' (where the 
notorious had operated as camp commander). 
The plan was to add a completely new building which 
was reali sed two years later. 

On 31 May 1971 NI AS bought the villa and the 
ga rage and the gro unds (then measured a t 12,9 16 111") 
fo r the sum of f 650,000. The internal layout was 
changed considerably to adapt it to the specific 
requirements of the new owner. Thi s is the third stage of 
the hi story of the ho use. 

An impo rtant extension took place in 1977 when a 
building was added a t the western side of the vi lla, 
conta ining 4 study rooms on the ground floor a nd a 

conference room with a rema rkable roof constrllction on 
the second floor. Thi s extension, designed by the 
a rchitect J.L. G elderblol11. unlike that earlier 1959 
extension, adjusted harmonioll sly to the style of the 
origin al villa. 

In 1979, th ree yea rs a fter NI AS had acquired the villa 
'Ooievaa rsnest' on the opposite side of the street , a 
footbridge was cons tructed ove r the small stream. Soon 
a bicycle and tool shed were added a t the rear of the 
main bu ilding. 

Fina lly. in 1989 a permit was granted to construct a 
tennis court with fencing in the gro unds behind the 
ma in building, roughl y where the new Conference 
Building is now situated. This opt ion has so far not 
become reality, no doubt because of the completion of 
something more substantial. 

Uilenes{ 
The present residence 'U ilenest' - fo rmerly called 
Simpson Hall after one of the fellows from the fi rst 
research year - was initially constructed as the garage to 

Blueprint of the southern o uter wall or the U ilenest in it s o rigina l 

form comprising only a ground floor. 

the villa of the fa mil y del C oun van Krimpen. In those 
days the building comprised onl y a ground fl oor with a 
fla t roof. 

T his appearance changed in 1937 when the ga rage 
was ex tended to include a residence above (to serve as 
staff accommodation). In thi s way the building reached 
its present cha rming appearance with its characteristic 
outs ide stairs to the second floo r, a lthough the southern 
wall st ill contained double doors instead of the two 
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pr<.''L'III-day windmvs. The address then was: Meijhoom­
laan 1.\. 

\1'1,: 1" N IAS took ove r the grounds in 197 1. the lay-oul 
o f Ihe ground fl oor changed radicall y. FOLlr rooms, each 
\, ilh ;1 single hathroom. replaced the fo rmer garage 
sraCL'. TIl<? double doors were reduced to windows. Also 
t hL' Ll\- LHlt of the second tloor was sli ghtl y changed as a 
r<.'su ll of the construction of a new bathroom there. 

\p;lrl from this handful of facts, nothing spec tacular 
<.';tl1 he added aho llt this tiny villa, \\hi ch nowadays 
olkrs accommndation to tour fellows or guests. while 
the' il al on the :;econd floor is used by one of the N lAS 
sl:llr members. Recentl y the name of the hLlilding has 
h,xn e h,lnged to U iJenest ('Owl's Nest") , referring not 
Lln h te) the N IAS logo but also to the many owls who 
;Il' l ;l;tlh inhabit the vicinitv. 

, J 

()(Jicl'lwrsnesl 

In IlJ25 C.FA Jo nkers Sr. sold, at the price of / 5,25 per 
m~ , three pa rcels o f building land to the NV . 
'Wassenaarsche Grondbezit Maatschappij to t 
Explo itatie van en Handel in Onroe rende Zaken', 
esta bli shed that ve ry day and represented by the two 
members of the Board of Directors, Mr. Jac. Ladiges 
from Am sterdam and Mr. J. Schipper from Wassenaar. 
It was stipulated in the transaction that on two of the 
parcels on ly a single villa, but on the third a double villa 
could be constructed. This latter parcel was the ground 
on which the Ooievaarsnest was built . The construction 
of the yill a start ed in 1926. 

The present Ooievaarsnest was indeed const ructed as 
a double vill a. This explains the ma ny entra nces to the 
hOllse. The entrance to the \vestern vill a (I) was situa ted 

p(l;;tc'a rd of the Ooievaar:;nest from the period the villa was still heing ll sed as a training school for midwiws. 
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at the corner of the M eijboom laan and the Laan van 
Rhemen van Rhemenshuizen. Nowadays this entrance 
hall accommodates a washing machine and a drie r. The 
entrance to the eastern villa UJ) was located one floo r 
up at the other side of the building which is constructed 
in against a dune hill. This is now a part of the N lAS 
restaurant. The current main entrance to the building 
did not exist at the time. 

The spacious central staircase with its landings is a 
la ter extension. Previously on the ground Hoor there was 
the garage of villa I and on the second floor the living 
room of villa [I. The ga rage of villa II was what is now 
the fitness room. The present kitchen on the ground 
fl oor was the living room. the present office room was 
the dining room and the sc ullery the kitchen of villa I. 
Where nowadays the food counter of the NIAS 
restaurant is situated used to be a bedroom with a 
bathroom under the pitched roof. 

We do not know much of the occupants of the house 
in the period before the Second World war. As far as the 
house is concerned, we do know that in 1928 a radica l 
conversion of the building took place. The double villa 
was transformed into a single house. A large staircase 
replaced the two original sta ircases (for villa I in the ha ll 
next to kitchen and for villa II in the room for the 
hea ting system next to the fitness room). The second 
floor now became the princ ipa l floor of the house. The 
master bedroom was on the third floor where now the 
NIAS bar 'De Lonkende UiI' is situated. 

The villa remained the property of the above 
mentioned NY until in October 1942 it was sold 
together with a large parcel of building land to Karl 
Schafer, a restorer from The Hague, for f 50,000. We are 
now in the period of the German occupation at the time 
when the Germans ordered the complete evacuation of 
Rijksdorp. As far as we can gather Schafer never li ved 
in the house. After the war, in July 1945 when Schafer 
had already left for Germany, the villa was expropriated 
as enemy property. 

In early March 1947 the public auction of the house 
took place. During the auct ion procedure the house of 
the Rotterdam banker A. van Hoboken across the street 
(Laan van Rhemen van Rhemenshuizen No. 12) burned 
down one evening. That very night, while the thatched 
roof of the house was still burning, Van Hoboken 
decided to buy the villa and moved to the other side. He 
li ved there until the house was sold in 1951 in a double 

transaction (for f 37,000 and again f 45,0(0) to the 
'Zuid-Hollandsche Bond van het Wit Gele Krui s', a 
Catholic institution. The parcel was then only about 
two-thirds of the size (3,964 m 2

) o f the land (6,241 m 2
) 

Van Hoboken bought in 1947. 
The villa was again rad ica lly renovated to 

accommodate a training school for midwives. The name 
for the building ('Stork's Nest') clearly dates from this 
period. The bedroom with bathroom, nowadays food 
counter, was transformed into a chapel with altar. Also 
on that floor there were a class room, a dining room, a 
recrea tion room and the office of the rector. On the thi rd 
floor, now bar. the room of the lady principal was 
situated. 

On 24 September 1976 the villa and surrounding la nd 
(3,9651112

) were sold to NIAS fort 625,000. It was added 
to the NIAS properties, though separated from the main 
grounds by a public road a nd a stream, to replace the 
wooden barrack whose d ismantling had been agreed 
upon five years earlier. The layout of the building was 
then considerably changed for a third time to include a 
dining room and allow a number of fellows to live close 
by the institute. 

When in the mid-eighties N lAS suffered a financia l 
setback and the expensive building could no longer be 
maintained, it was decided to sell off the Ooiervaa rsnest. 
This decision was reversed only a t the very last moment 
when the importance of the place for the further 
development of the institute was fully recognized , a turn 
of events to which the new Director contributed greatly. 

Conference Building 
In conjunction with the idea of selling off the 
Ooievaarsnest, plans had been developed to extend the 
main building by adding rooms in which fellows could 
li ve. Since this could not provide the institute with the 30 
rooms it would need to be able to meet its mission 
a lte rnati ve plans were developed. One was to erect a 
new building in the main grounds of NIAS near the 
Uilenest. The second was to replace the Ooievaa rsnest 
by a new building. In terms of costs there was little 
between these two solutions. It was thought that a good 
1.5 million guilders would be sufficient to create 24 to 26 
double guest rooms , a kitchen, restaurant and a fitness 
room. 

No immediate decision was taken, but N lAS began 
efforts to raise f 2,000,000. Obviously, that was no easy 
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t ~h j,: But after the Praemium Erasmianu!l1 Fo undation 
dl)!1al Cd I 500,000 on condition that NlAS would use 
the l1c'ncfits to he lp young scholars. the Minister or 
EducltilHl a nd Science declared himself willing to 
PH)\ Ide / 1.350,000 if the Academy would also chip in . 
By carefully managing these resources and N I AS's own 

grounds in the sa me period as the new building - as a 
continuation of that building. It was then planned just 
across the terrace. Thi s also explains the two entrances 
to the conrerence hall. which were meant to open on to 
lWO pa ths leading to the entrance of the rose garden and 
eventually encompassing its walls. 

() rit' IIl ~ t1 design of t he new Conference Building with a pitched roof and the Persian Rose Garden lying adjacent to the building 

(not rea lised) 

budget , it proved poss ible to kill two birds with one 
~lone. that is to have a new Conference Building and to 
renovate the Ooievaa rsnest as \vell. 

The architect M.S.M . Grasveld of the firm o f 
a rchitects LlAG from The Hague was invited to make 
the design. The first design o f the building was equipped 
not with a rounded roof hut with a pitched roof and a 
fourth fioor. The upper flat s sho uld then ha ve had two 
Il lh)rs. However, lhe design was changed to 
;\ccommodate objections ra ised by the loca l residents. 

The building consi sts of three parts. a confe rence hall 
in l he centre and on bo th sides a block of guest rooms , 
.:', in all. Origina lly it was planned to ha ve the Persian 
Rose Garden - which was constructed in the main 

Had the o riginal plan gone a head the Persian Rose 
Garden would then have been situa ted in the shadow of 
huge beech trees with poor chances for the flowers to 
fl ouri sh. For that reason it \Vas decided to place the 
garden at the rea r of the main building. The 
construction of the ga rden, designed by the la ndscape 
architect Annet Brandes, was donated from a legacy by 
the Swiss psychiatrist and former NIAS fellow Kenower 
W. Bash in memory of his wife Johanna Liechti. 

On I November 1993, together with the renovated 
Ooievaarsnest. the new Conference Building was 
officia lly opened by State Secretary for Education and 
Science Dr. M .J Cohen. Further a sculpture by Peler 
Kattenberg. called 'Trophy', was unveiled on the 
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occasion. The sculpture is a gift by the NIAS Fellows 
Association to NIAS. This piece of art may be the most 
recent, but I am sure it will not be the last addition to 
the NIAS buildings in Wassenaar. 

I This article is based both on archival and interview results and 

on material from two publications on Rijksdorp: G.J. van 

The Persian Rose Garden, also known as the Golestan Garden. 

Nimwegen. ·Rijksdorp. De geschiedenis van cen landgoed'. in: 

E.M.Ch.M. Janson (ed.), W(1.lsCII{[lIr .. ToCil. ECII humic! historischc 

.Ichcrscn, uitgegel'l'l1 IeI' ge!egcl1hcid rail hel ]5-jarig hCSTillI11 Villi de 
Hisiorisclle Vaeniging '(Jud WaSSellll{[r' (Rijswijk, 1982) 89·138 

and JP.M. Goudeau e.a., 'De Rijksdorpen'. in: Jaarhockjc v(}or 

Gesclliedellis ell Olldhcidkllllde rail Leidcn I'll OmslrdclI 1984 (Vo!. 

(,7) 123-154. 
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